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never a strong man or sparing of himself. The burden could never
in any circumstances have been a light one because he did not
dare always reveal his own thoughts even to his colleagues, but
it was doubled and trebled by factious opposition at home. The
Nationalists, flushed with three election victories in less than
twelve months, were just in that mood which makes factious
opposition so peculiarly irritating. They had no logical reason
for it nor ever acted as if they had. They would not leave the
cabinet nor would they act as loyal colleagues. The first possi-
bility Stresemann recognized must be avoided at almost any cost,
for it was essential to the success of the negotiations that the
Nationalists continue to take responsibility for them; and he bore
with the second as patiently as he could for Germany's sake,
though he, the best nationalist of them all, must have writhed
under the recriminations of men who deserved so much less well
of their country than he. He risked compromising his relations
with the Socialists, his steady allies in foreign policy, by con-
cessions to the Right on domestic issues, and even with that had
to endure having his policy publicly attacked by a cabinet col-
league—an incident which might easily have ruined the whole
business. It takes strength to endure impudence when, besides
being needless, it is positively harmful to the national interest.
The Nationalists embarrassed him horribly by alternately dis-
claiming responsibility and insisting on controlling the negotia-
tions. They intrigued with Soviet diplomacy, still militant, against
the proposed pact; they did their best to create incidents which
could become obstacles and, having watched the whole negotiation
jealously to the end> finished a long stupidity by refusing to be
parties to "a renunciation of German territory," the territory their
own class and their own government had lost in war, and leaving
the cabinet (October 25, 1925),
But they were mercifully too late. The Allies had taken the
true measure of their importance and their power, and after some
bickerings kept the promises preliminary to the treaty—an
amnesty to resisters of the occupation authorities, a beginning
with the reduction of the armies of occupation for whose upkeep
the Germans were paying, and a definite promise by the British

